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he were able to do this, so he reasoned, then Spain would be
able to trade directly with the East Indies without in any way
interfering with the stipulations of the Treaty of Tordesillas.

True to type, Magellan was most careiul to safeguard his own
interests while drawing up his contract with his Spanish em-
ployer. He was to be given five ships, and with these he was
to discover and explore all the spice-bearing islands of the East
Indies which lay outside the sphere of official influence of the
Portuguese. In return for his services he and his partner, a certain
Ruy Falciro, were to receive 5 per cent of the gross revenue,
a knighthood, and high rank at his Majesty's Court.

At the last moment Ruy Falciro decided to remain at home,
because his horoscope warned him that he might never return,
and on August 10 of the year 1519 Magellan left the Spanish
mainland, confidently expecting that he would spend the rest
of his days as Governor-General of the Moluccas or some other
island empire which he was to conquer for the benefit of the
Crown of Castile.

Three years later thirty-one of his sailors returned to the
harbour of San Lucar. Magellan himself was dead. Four of
his ships had been lost Only one, the little Vittoria, returned
to tell that tale of suffering and misfortune which will ever
remain associated with the White Man's first attempt to sail a
vessel of his own making across the broad expanse of the Pacific
Ocean.

Here, in some detail, is the story of Magellan's adventures,
as they were afterwards told by one of the survivors, the Italian
Antonio Pigafetta, to a certain Ramusio, who just then was pub-
lishing a collection of exciting travel stories, not for the purpose
of contributing to the serious literature of the world, but in the
hope of being a ' best-seller.'

Like almost all other voyages of discovery, the expedition of
Magellan started with a violent quarrel between the commandcr-
in-chicf and his subordinates. Each one of these had Ms own
pet theory about the course that should be followed, and as they